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THE WHITE HOUSE /0’4@

WASHINGUTON

MEMORANDUNM

MEMORANDUM FOR:

FROM:

SUBIECT | Proposed Presidential Statement

This afternoon at a 4:30 p.m. press conference In New York City,
the Executive Committee of the U. 8, Catholic Conference igsued
the attached statement on bch&lf of the Cathohc dioceses throughout
the country., - : .

AID brought the anaounced statement to our attent:lon and said

that it had received press coverage, In view of this show of
support, we recommend with AID's conturrence that the President
issue a statement expresaing appreciation for tlm—-:mxppr rt of the
Conference and commendation for their effovts, - A muggested
Presidential message approved by Gem,ral Scowcroft is aleo

attached, _ T ' ’0 ()7 .
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PRESIDENTIAL STATEMENT ON THE
STATEMENT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE
U.8. CATHOLIC CONFERENCE

I am deeply grateful for the aupport \:hmt—thﬂl-- Exwutivaf Cominittee

REY
LR

of the U. 8. Catholic Confarence toda,y d@_ 2 ,'_‘nstrated for q;ur efforts

to evacuate the war orpham m&d abandoned c.hlldran aﬂﬁﬁuth

X3

Vietnam. I commend th&ir willingness to mﬁat th.’m urgen& human-
itarian need,

We will do our utmost through the Agency foz: Ia’:ﬁarnat&unal

8 e

Development tq engure that orpw.,{_zrewutly mder the -
care of Catholic Relief Services and other Voluntary armmtmuu
will be joined with the thqusands of Americans wl}q have opened their

homesy to these children, P en

- u...".._._:?‘:.:-._r - e
R

As the Committee has atated; it is indeed parar: mthat the. ..

United Nations, and the inw_rnatianal community at largé.v‘ﬁeek to

petrmit the humanitarian efforts of natwn&amd vuluﬁ.,,,,zy g, gencies

to bring relief to these ma.ues of refugees a.nd allcw th@ﬂ;ﬂo
reach places of safety.

Fyl: Confercnce statemant in N»w York this afternamﬁimu as
followsa:
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE STATEMENY

We are reassured by the statemnents of Pregident F7%d ysaterday
pledging the full cooperation of cur Govarpment torreiet in the =~
evacuation of war orphans and the abandonsd childiizn of South
Vietoam. We pledge the utmcat continuing effort ef the Gatholic
Relief Services and, indeed, of the entire American Catholic
community to meet this urgent hurnanitarian challenge, Catholic
Relief Services and other voluntary agenc] oy today cave for

more than 4, 000 adoptable crphaned and & memfghﬂdr&n

in South Vietnam, We are hopeful that our Geovermaant will make
it poasible for theae children to be flown te'the U, S, whara homes
and hearts are open to them and that it will show to thers the sarne
generogity that our Government afforded refugece from £uba and
Hungary. el

At this critical moment of suffering and fomnily digruptich in
South Vietnam, we urge the Secretary Gengral snd the leadors
of the United Nations to use all gheir good pifices tognrsunde
the parties involved la Southeasé’Asia to garmit the: krmanitarian
efforts of natione and voluntary agencies to bring relitf to theae
masses of refugees and o allow them to ¥sach places of safets.
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